CHAPTER II.
WERE THE PANDAVAS REAL BEINGS ?
HAVING in the previous chapter disposed of the contro-
versy as to the date of the great war between the two
kindred Aryan tribes, the Kurus and the Panchalas, we
will now proceed to discuss the controversy as to the
actors in the great struggle. It has generally been con-
ceded that the Mahabharata has " as a historical back-
ground an ancient conflict between two neighbouring
tribes who finally coalesced into a single people." The
most diverse opinions have, however, been held not
only as to when this conflict took place but also as to
who were the parties to it. Mr. Dutta following the afgu-
ments advanced by Weber and others^believes that
" the Pandavas must be set down as mythical heroes,'*
because there is no mention of them in contemporary
Vedic literature, while other personages who figure in
the Mahabharata war are frequently met with. For
example Janmejaya, the son of Parikshita, is often
mentioned, though Arjuna his great-grandfather and
chief hero of the Bharatc: war is conspicuous by
his absence. Arjuna is still the name of Indra in
the Brahmanas. Before, therefore, we go on to give a
historical sketch of the events which form the subject of
narration in the great epic we must discuss the question
whether the Pandavas were real or imaginary beings.